WE ALL HAVE 
AANOICAPS 


OCTOPUS WOULD HAVE TO 
FROM THE SLAMMER NOW-— 


ip-TUST WHEN PETER 
PARKER | SUPPOSED 
To SE DEVOTING ALL HIS 


ATTENTION 10 PASSING 
HIS AWWAL EXAMS / 


NOT TOMENTION GIRL- 
ce THE SORT 


TILL BET THAT RADIOACT! Ui Wig 

SPIDER THAT BIT ME AND. Z } | | TRoueLes 
BAVE ME HIS PROPORTIONATE 2 I'M HAVI 
STRENGTH, SPEED ANC 
AGILITY NEVER HAD TO 
FACE ANYTHING LIKE 
FINALS. OR SUPER- 
POWERED ENEMIES! 


| POC OCK'S USED _SOPHISTICATER ? BUT WHY DOESN'T MY 
HELICOPTERS IN THE PAST / THAT ) SEER-SENSE 
COULD BE HIM! - THINK 30 = 


A BOME KIND 
OF STRANGELY- 


AND Co 
SOMEONE'S 
CLIMBING 
ABOARD / 


] & x Guess ‘cause 4] NAH! WHO'M T KIDDING? DR_OCTOPUS 
X THAT'S NOT DOC WAS, IS AND ALWAYS WiLL BE THIS 
LIL WEB-SLINGER'S PERSONAL 
i PROBLEM / 


SS. 


WELL, THERE'S STILL NO 


SIGN OF HIM, ANP IT'S ~ 
GETTING LATE! I SUPPOSE 
EVEN SUPER-VILLAINS 
HAVE TO SLEEP SOMe- 
TIME / 


MAYBE HE'S 
LOOKING FOR 
OCK TOOL 


ZTOLIA FROM THE START THIS 

WHOLE IDEA OF A FAN CLUS 
DEDICATED 70 SUPER- 
VLLAINS WAS SCREWY 


THAT'S 
‘cause We 
NEVER HAP THE 


ERO SOCIt 
NEVER HAD. 
SUCH-NEAT 

COSTUMES! 


HEY! I THINK Z HEa® 
HIM COMING NOW,’ 


YOU FOOLS! OF 5 
COURSE THEY WORK! 
Tim A GENIUS! 


DON'T T ALWAYS ) Go YouR ARMS 

GET STRAIGHT a's / WORK / SO WHAT = 

IN SCIENCE €/ YOURE STILL. A 
CREEPY 


JANE LANG 
SAYS SHE DIGS 


ANYWAY / 


viTep You Here-- eae 
NISHE! 


CRUMB- BUM 
LiKE THATS 


GET OUT--ALL OF; 


BRAD ROSSI, YOU MAY Ju 
You / THE PARTY'S, 
over! 


INSULT ME-- 


BUT I DON'T NEED You! 
YOU'RE ALL IRRELEVANT 


WoW! OLLIE'S REALLY FLIPPED our! 
HE TRASHED THE PLAC: siouLD We 


NAB! LET HIS PARENTS 

Fin 5 MESS WHEN 
r COME HOME! 

THEY'LL WALLOP HIM! 


WHAT ON GARTH J OLLIE SAID HE WAS HAVING SOME 
HAS HAPPENED / FRIENDS OVER! iF THOSE ROUGH- 
HERE ¢ NECKS lanier MY LITTLE 


(ES O' 
SWEETKINS! 
ALL RIGHT ? 


WE DIDN'T BUST THE PLACE UIP) MRS. OSNICK/ IT WAS OLLIEKINS, MOMMY 

OLLIE! HE JUST SORTA WENT WILD--AN! NOW HE'S IN WANTS YOU... EER 
= HIS ROOM, SULKING! 

THI 


‘ xy way 
HAPPEN. ZELDA, THE / YOU BUY HIM 
WAY YOu PAMPER // EVERYTHING: 

YS 


THE BO" 


LAUGH AT ME, WILL THEY? RETECT =—~> 


MEZ TILL SHOW ‘EM! Tick JOIN 


UP WITH MY IDOL -- DOCTOR 
OCTOPUS... ee 
; = 


YES! WHAT'S THAT? A THIS 1S A GOOP ONE, GUYS! SOME KIP STOLE 
RUNAWAY 2 SCIENTIFIC GIZMOS FR DAD. K 


HE WENT OUT THE 
WINDOW WEARING) 
WHAT 72/ 


--- MURT! YES, SIR, 
ZL BET Te HURT-- 
IF MY SPIPER-SENSE 
DION'T ALERT ME TO 
EVEN THE MOST 
MUNDANE DANGERS~ 


-- UKE 
BANGING MY 
KNEE ON THE 
BATHROOM BOWL! 


= CAN'T STUDY WITHOUT 
yeh T'LL FAIL ALL MY EXAMS AND GET 

Y BOOTED OUT OF SCHOOL! <4 
~) 


AND WITHOUT MY CAMERAS, 

T CAN'T EARN A LIVING 

SELLING FREELANCE PHOTOS 
TO THE DAILY BUGLE! 


A MAN'S 
HOME IS HIS 
CASTLE, ANO 
MING'S SUST 
BEEN INVADED! 


WHOEVER DID 
BE SOR! 


IT 1g 
RY! 


LET ANYTHING 1S HISTRI 
ME TONIGHT EROM MY STUDI 


ACT, 
Es 
NOT- 


I CAN'T EVEN 
PAL 9-- THE 
CREEPS TOOK MY 

PHONE / 


BY ScouRI 
Ni ;ORHOOD AS 


--I MIGHT FIND 
MY HAPPY HOME- 
WRECKERS FLEEING 
THE SCENE OF THE 


GUY'S WOODEN 
INDIAN! 


WHAT HAPPENEP To YouR 
COURAGE ? YOU Guys ARE, 
REAL BRAVE--WHEN 
NOBODY'S HOME / 


ARE MADE! 


I REALLY WANTED To CREAM 
THOSE GUYS! FUNNY, T'Vi 
SAVED LOTS OF 


yOu HAD 


AEY! THERE'S 
MORE MONEY HERE 
THAN. HAD! SOME. 


og 
GR 
RE 


Beer: SAT 


+ 


\ 


UST HAVE BEEN 
KID! THER: 


BOCTOR OCTOPUS! BUT 
COMIC BOOKS #2 MAYBE HE 
NEEDED SOME BEDTIME 


READING 2 


e@ 


CA 
a ~- JUST UKE 
HE HUNTS 
THE REAL 
DOCTOR. 
octopus! 


I ONCE ASSEMBLED AN 

ELAGORATE BURGLAR -ALARM 

SYSTEM FOR THE SCHOOL 
SCIENCE FAIR. 


C SPEAKING OF MONEY--WHAT AMI 73] 
GONNA 0O WITH THE EXTRA BUCKS T 
RECOVERED FROM THOSE GURGLARS? 


oes. 
ALWAYS NEECS 
COLD CASH To 
FINANCE HIS 
BIZARRE 
SCHEMES / 


AT LAST! Z Am ABOUT 
TO FEAST UPON THE 


3” AN WHAT 
A FEAST IT'S 
GONNA BEL! 


THIS 1S GREAT! T CAN: -- AND THERE'S. 
TAKE WHATEVER T NO ONE AROUND 
WANT~= To Stop ME! 


UP HERE,OLD MAN! My 
ARMS ELEVATED ME ABOVE 
YOUR LINE OF FIRE 


NO pousT agouT .T-- THat Je BEA TOO DARK To SEE IN HERE! | | Yow.’ my SPIDER - 
GUNSHOT Z HEARD Came FU HAVE TO_LET MY SPIDER- 
FROM THAT TOY STORES FF “ZA. SENSE GUIDE ME / 


TENTACLES! 
Swe 


SPIDER-MAN 1S U, 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXTL g 


EXPECTING A FOUR-ARMED ASSAULT: | |Z DON'T GET IT! TIVE 
INPREPBRED FOR Fe ock 


TOYS 2! HE'S THROWING 
TOYS AT ME-Z WEIRD! | 
He &, 


~<8UT ITS NOT REACTING. SPIDER-MAN'S.STILL_ COMING! 
IE TA INANY REAL DANGER AWAY! T DON'T WANT TO HURT HIM Like TDI 
FROM. OCTOPUS HIMSELF / SECURITY GUARD-— 


HE SEEMS TO HAVE FORGOTTEN 
ALL ABOUT MY SPIDER STRENGTH 
AND AGILITY! 

HAS PRISON 


DRIVEN THE 4 --MAYBE T 


OUP Boy B CAN A/OE 
SENILE ? FROM HIMS 


=< BUT IM 
STILL NOT 


INCREDIBLE! THE TOY STORE DISPLAYS EXOTIC FOOL 
WARES ON THIS FLOOR =-AND 606 OCK'S CLINGING 
TO THE UNDERSIDE OF THAT DIVING BOARD! a, | 


LET'S SEE IF MY 

PATENTED SPIDER- 

QIVE CAN SHAKE 
Him Loose / 


THERE IS NOTHING TO WITH HIS TENTACLES. 

CLING TO! NO WAY T CAN FLAILING ALL, OVER THE 

USE MY SPEED OR AGILITY!| | PLACE Doc SHOULD 
FEEL RIGHT AT HOME! 


WHA’ 

SHRI : 

TENTACLE-ARMS IN TWO! 
@ 


800% wi 
= ‘ERGROWN 


Yi 
ia a 
DR. OCTOPUS. NEVER SOMETHING 15 SERIOUSLY 
WORE A CONTRAPTION. | | WRONG HER: q y 
t2_ LIKE THIS BEFORE To Fil OUT Wee IS 


DESPITE ALL MY 
SPIDER- POWER I 
WAS.NEVER ABLE 
TO DO. THAT 80 

EASILY BEFORE! 


Bi 
AND ALMOST A 
OF ME 


YOU'RE LUCKY 
YOUR LITTLE 
RADE 


LAI 
IZED TWO STORES, 


WADE 


A MURDERER ‘OUT 


=) 


/ THE DA/LY BUGLE 
WOULD HAVE HAD A FIELD 
DAY WITH THaT /f 


OH, REALLY 2 HELOOKS . 4 YOU_MUST HAVE ONLY 
PRETTY HEALTHY TO ME Ly: STUNNED HIM 
aay : FACE IT, KID/ ASA 
SUPER-VILLAIN 
YOURE A BUST! 


OLLIE WON'T SAY WHERE, 
HE WENT LAST NIGHT... 
AND, YOu KNOW, ZELDA, 
SOMEHOW T DON'T FEEL 
LIKE PRESSING HIM 
ON (T. 


TODAY'S NEWSPAPERS 
ARE FULL OF ACCOUNTS 
OF BURGLARIES THAT 

SUPPOSEDLY 
PERPETRATED LAST 
NIGHT! BAW S 


WHATS 
THAT IN THE 
TRASH... ? 


I. KNOW, MILTON. OLLIE SEEMS LIKE 
A CHANGED BOY-- ANP Tim Tx 
GRATEFUL FOR THAT CH, 

RISK REVERSING IT. 


-T'LL HAVE 

INTHESIZED A 
WEB-FLUID OF 
MY VERY OWN / 


OCTOPUS ARMS -— 
CHEAP, IMITATION. TIN 
CONSTRUCTS / 


AND COUNTLESS 
POSTERS OF 


YOU WANT ME 
TOGO OVER 
THEM AGAIN? 


MY 
FANTASIES 


WHY F YOU HAVE MY RECORDS 

NOW. YOU KNOW ALL ABOUT 

mY PAST. I'M A VERY UN- 
STABLE PERSON, DOCTOR. 


You SEE, T HAVE THIS. 
DIFFICULTY... SEI 
FROM WHAT /SV‘7. THAT 
MIGHT NOT SEEM IMPOR- 
TANT TO YOU... 


MORE ON DEB WHITMAN'S DILEMMA! 
MORE ON DOCTOR OCTOPUS! THE 
RETURN OF ANOTHER OO WiLL Aj! 

2 PLUS SOME INTERESTING NEW 

PLOT TWISTS! DONT MIES: 


THE BOY I THINK I LOWE! 


DOCTOR, EITHER, 
PETER PARKER IS 
SAOER-MAN- 


Dear Tom, 

SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN #66 
was the best issue of this title that I've yet 
seal. it was also the best Marvel cover I've 
seen to date. I'm a relatively new reader, 

\ and I'd never seen Electro before, though d 
heard a lotabouthim. | was not disappomnted 
with the Master of Electricity... notone single 
bit. 

The sfory was terrific, too. I'm glad 
you're having Peter's grades go up. Even 
though the concept of Spider-Man (as Stan 
Lee: put it in his ORIGINS OF MARVEL 
COMICS) is that ofa hero with extraordinary 
fowers who nevertheless loses more than 
he wins, Peter has been having too many 
problems lately. Keep his grades up! Don't 
have Maroy Kane stay mad at him! Have 
Pete rediscover Deb Whitman! (I'm geting 
sick of feeling sorry for her.) 

That's allfor now —see ya in thirty-one! 

David Reitzes 
1012 Weldin Circle 
Wilmington, DE 19803 


Dear Mr. DeFalco: $ 
SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN #66 
was excellent! | enjoyed witnessing the re- 
turn of the ever-exciting Electro, but | was 
disappointed’in Peter's just taking off on 
Marcy after ail’ she'd done for him. Overall, 
though, a perfect job. 
Brian Rupert 
28 Devon Road 
Chatham, Ontario 
Canada N7L 317 


Dear Ton. 

Boy, has PETER PARKER, THE 
SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN improved! 
It's been improving since PPTSS #58, andit 
hasn't stopped! PPTSS #66 was the best 
issue yet! 

Electro was always one of my very fa- 
vorite Spider-Friends. Now you've brought 
him back more powerful than ever, and 
made me powerfully happy,.Now, if you re- 
ally want to piease us fans, let's see the re- 
tujn of Light-Master, Boomerang, and the 
Vuiture, 

William Bynum 

Rte 2 Box 100 

Bryant, AL 35958 

William, all three have appeared in the 
last year. Still happy? 


Dear Editor: 

‘The cover of, SPECTACULAR 
SPIDER-MAN #66 was absolutely fantas- 
tic, | loved the depiction |of Spidey and Elec- 
tro battling atop the EPIC ILLUSTRATED 
sign, with all those neon lights in the back- 
ground. | also liked the innovative piace- 
Mentof the Comics Code Authority seatof 
approval. too. 

How about more covers like this one in 

the future? 
Marshall Neison 
145 Martin Drive 
|. Barboursville, WVa 25504 
Thanks, Marshall. | agree that Ed 
Hannigan and Ai Milgrom have been 
doing a SPECTACULAR job on the cov- 
ers! And they haven't even hit stride, yet! 


Dear Mr. DeFalco: 
lt seems that recently you have been 


producing exceptional issues of PETER - 


PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR SPIDER- 
MAN, and #66 continued that trend. The 
cover and inner art were tertific, and the plot, 
chronicling Electro's escape and return 
were sensational. It was also. one of the 
cleverest, most intricate issues I've readin a 
jong, long time — both plot and artwise. 
While this issue had many goad points, 
lalso found some mistakes: Page 5 shows a 
newspaperman putting out the evening pa- 
pers, but pages 18-22 show J. Jonah Jame- 
‘son just preparing the Daily Bugle's Morning 
Edition and later, on the street, the citizenry 
just starting to read it, | also wonder how 
local television and radio, stations’ could 
broadcast during the blackout, thus allowing 
Aunt May and Jameson to-follow its course. 


Aso, on page 11, Matia Madison's hair sta-._ 


tics up. This shouldn't have happened while 
she was seated in a vehicle with rubber tires. 
Last but not least, Marla makes the remark 
that the phones have gone dead, yet Aunt 
May is shown as able to telephone Peter. 
Well, otherwise, | thought this issue 
was absolistely great. Keep up the good 
work, but watch the details, 
Billy Livingstone 
1013 Fairground Drive 
Salisbury, MD 21801 
Believe it ornot;Billy, |was watching 
the details. That newspaperman you 
refer to on page 5 is pitting the evening 
papers away (not out) in preparation for 
the morning edition JJJ was in the pro- 
cess of preparing —andit’s that morning 
edition a stunned citizenry was seen 
reading just moments after it was rushed 


out onto the streets. As for the blackout, ~ 


no one said it was total. How could the 
neon signs-have remained [it if it had 
been? No, the point of the blackout is 
that it tended to follow Electro as he 
selectively chose sources of power to 
tap. But, | must admit that you ha 

on the issue of ‘la Madison’s hair. | 
goofed onthatone! =~ 


Dear Tom: 

Being a fan of Marvel Comics since 
FANTASTIC FOUR #13, | felt that it was 
about time that | wrote. Why? Quite simply. 
PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR 
SPIDER-MAN has become my favorite Mar- 
velmag. | ike reading about Peter Parker's 
lite —his problems as opposed to his alter- 
90's problems. 

* How about giving Pete a break for a 
change? Let Deb Whitman or Marcy Kane 
find out that he's Spidey, It may not make 
any difference to either of them, or stand in 
the way of a possible romance. Then again, 
there is always the irrepressible Black Cat. 
We all know she's gonna return. Cats have 
nine lives, you know. 

‘almost forgot— PPTSS #66 was what 
| expected —a damed good comic! 
= John Brittain 
11 Fleetwood Drive 
Daly City, CA 94015 


Dear Tom: 

PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACU- 
LAR SPIDER-MAN #66 was as nearperfect 
an issue as any | have ever seen>— 

First off, the cover was beautiful, so 
eye-catching that | bought three issues of 
the comic. * 

Ed Hannigan and Jim Mooney get bet- 
ter with each issue, and they are really tum- 
ing out some top-notch work | seem to 
notice Ed's use of interesting angles (the 
cover, for example) mare so than any other 
artist. Ed seems to want to show us action 
from various points of view, not just to look 
straight onto it. His clever use of angles al-- 
most gives the book a 3-0 effect. 

My feelings for Bill Mantio's writing abit- 
ity have been mentioned in previous letters 
—I think he's great. Ijust wish that my imagi- 
nation were as fertile as his 

Finally, let me add my vojce to the grow- 
ing crowd of peopie who: want to see a 
steady relationship for Peter Parker. For the 
last few months we've been told to keep 
watching for further developments. All! want 
to know is: when? How long must | wait (not 
to mention how much longer poor Peter 
must wait)? For a while it looked like Debra 
Whitman, then Marey Kane was in the run- 
ning, and even the superb Biack Cat has, of 
iate, popped up... so c'mon guys, let's get 
down ta some real romance! 

ityou could manage it, how about Deb 
Whitman on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
Marcy on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, and Felicia Hardy on weekends? 

Roger Myers 

45 Winchgrove Road 
Priestwood {i 
Bracknell, Berks 
RG12 2EJ England 

Now, Roger, you don't really expect 
me to regiment Peter’s love life, do you? 
Let’s face it —_when it comes to romance, 
Peter's going to have to make his own 
decisions. 


Dear Editor: 

At a forum on comics at New York 
University in December, 1981, Jim Shooter 
praised PETER PARKER, THE SPEC- 
TACULAR SPIDER-MAN as one of Mar- 
vel's best comics. The economy being what 
itis, Thad to drop this title a while back, but 
when Mr. Shooter says it's good T'm going to 
buy it. a 
Well, having read your last few issues.. 
'm hooked! Bil’s handling of Spider-Man is 
great, but I'd like to see a little bit more of 
Peter Parker at home, at school, at play, etc 
Ed Hannigan is also doing a fine job. The art 
in PPTSS #66 was really dramatic... and 
what storytelling! 

Now I'm looking forwardtto Al Milgrom’s 
arrival on the inking front. 

{n a fanzine interview, Tom, you stated 
that it was your intention to revive the Lee- 
Ditko excitement. Here's hoping you do! 

Gabe Caras 
21 Station Road 
Great Neck, NY 11023 

Weil, Gabe, what do you think? How 

am I doing? 


TOM DeFALCO 


